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The return to face to face council meetings from 7th May 2021 
 
The temporary regulations enabling remote meetings expired on 7 May 2021 and a 
legal challenge to enable councils to continue with remote meetings has failed. This 
now means that we are required to hold formal meetings of the council in person, to 
ensure our decision making continues to be legally compliant.  
 
This in effect means, we revert to how formal meetings were held before April 2020.  
Elected members will have to attend in person to participate in meetings and to 
make formal decisions.  There is, unfortunately, no option available in the legislation 
to allow councillors to attend meetings remotely.   
 
Briefings or training sessions can continue to be held remotely and your clerk will 
liaise with Chairs and Lead Members as appropriate and continue to arrange these 
via Microsoft Teams. 
 
Officers of the council will not be required to attend meetings in person as they are 
not formal members of any of the committees/panels or part of the formal decision 
making process at meetings.  Officers who usually attend meetings to present 
reports and/or advise at meetings are asked to continue to do so remotely, to reduce 
the numbers of people who are attending face to face and so help minimise the risks 
due to COVID-19.  Officers will continue to receive Microsoft Teams invites for 
meetings. 
 
A tremendous effort has gone into trying to ensure that any council meetings taking 
place in person will be held in a COVID-19 secure environment.  Your safety and that 
of members of the public is our upmost priority, whilst also supporting transparency, 
accountability and effective decision making. 

The venue for face to face meetings 
All the formal council meetings to the end of June will take place at Two New Bailey, 
New Bailey Street, Salford, as this is the most appropriate, suitably sized venue 
available to the city council, where meetings can take place in a COVID-secure way.  

COVID-secure face to face meetings 
Listed below are some of the control measures that we have had to put in place at the 
meetings to minimise the risk of the transmission of the virus.  It is very important that 
all persons attending the meetings comply with the following.   
 
1. Please arrive at least 20 minutes before the start of the meeting to allow for 

controlled access to the building and meeting space. 
2. A marshal will be onsite to greet you and will escort you to the meeting. 
3. The meeting will be run in line with Government guidance, and using the principle 

of ‘hands, face and space’. Therefore, you are asked to regularly wash and sanitise 
your hands, wear a face covering at all times unless you hold a medical exemption, 
and please maintain a two metre distance from others at all times whilst in the 
building. 

4. Movement around the meeting spaces will be kept to an absolute minimum with 
pre-defined entrances and exits (the marshal onsite will cover this in more detail 
with you when you arrive). 
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5. A vital element of our COVID-secure plans is that everyone attending should 
complete a COVID-19 lateral flow home tests three days before the meeting 
and on the morning of the meeting:  

 

• You can collect or order the home testing kits by: 
o Ordering a box of test kits to be delivered to your home 
o Collecting a box of test kits from a local collection point 

 

• If you test positive before or on the day you were meant to attend the meeting  
under no circumstances should you attend, please email your apologies to 
Democratic Services of your decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk 
 

• If your lateral flow test is positive you will then need to book a complementary 
PCR Test and follow national guidance on self-isolating.   

 
6. Despite all the COVID-secure measures we have put in place there remains a 

residual risk and coronavirus can make anyone seriously ill. For some of you the 
risk is higher, particularly if… 

• you are clinically extremely vulnerable or if they are at significant risk 

• you have one or more health conditions as a number of risk factors may interact 

as well as health conditions. 

 

You may wish to take medical advice about your particular circumstances, if either 

of the above applies to you before you make a decision about attending face to 

face meetings.   

If you cannot attend a meeting 
Non-attendance at face to face meetings will impact on your attendance record as a 

councillor. 

 

If you are unable to attend because you test positive for coronavirus please email your 

apologies to Committee Services at decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk 

 

If you are unable to attend for the longer term and are concerned about the impact of 

this on your attendance record, you can apply for a dispensation via the Monitoring 

Officer and Committee Services can advise you about this.   

Notification of meetings 
You will continue to receive the notification of your meetings from the clerk in 

Committee Services by email and the papers will be available via the ModGov App. 

Travelling to Two New Bailey 

• By train: 

Salford Central Station is a couple of minutes’ walk from the building.  

• By bus: 

There are many buses that stop on New Bailey Street and Bridge Street and this 

includes the following bus services – 34, 34a, 36, 37, 38, and 67. 

• By tram: 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.salford.gov.uk/people-communities-and-local-information/coronavirus/how-to-get-tested/book-a-free-rapid-coronavirus-test/
mailto:decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk
mailto:decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk
mailto:decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk
https://tfgm.com/public-transport/train
https://tfgm.com/public-transport/bus
https://tfgm.com/public-transport/bus
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The Metrolink from Eccles stops at St Peter’s Square and the building is a 10 to 15 

minutes’ walk from the tram stop. 

• By car 

Car parking is available at: 

New Bailey MSCP 

Irwell Street,  

Salford M3 5EN (For your Sat Nav use M3 5AY) 

This car park is directly opposite the building and has accessible parking. 
 

Important note:  Parking at Two New Bailey 
There are a limited car parking spaces under the building, which can be reserved for 
anyone requiring a car parking space, at the building, for disabled access.  Please 
contact the clerk for the meeting or email decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk 
if you require such a space at the building itself. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ncp.co.uk/find-a-car-park/car-parks/salford-new-bailey/
mailto:decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk

